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Sub m is s ion s  will b e  e va lua te d  th e  Cult ura l Art s  Com m is s ion  on  a  firs t  com e , firs t  s e rved  b as is , 
a ccord ing to  t he  fo llowing c rit e ria : • Art is t ic  Exce llen ce  an d  Art is t ic  Me rit  -  a s  d e fin e d  be low. 

Th e  a r t is t ic  e xce lle n ce  of th e  p ro je c t , wh ich  is  d e fine d  a s :  

• Cre a t ivit y, origin a lit y, re fle c t ive  of th e  com m un it y’s  cu lt ura l ide n t it y (e cology, h is t ory, 
s oc ie t y). Qua lit y of t he  art is t s , a rt s  or d e s ign  p rofe s s ion a ls , art s  organ iza t ion s , works  of a rt , 
o r se rvice s  t h a t  t he  pro jec t  will in volve , a s  ap p rop ria t e  for t he  com m un it y in  wh ich  th e  
p ro jec t  t ake s  p lace . Art is t ic  exce llen ce  is  e valua t e d  b as ed  on  t he  m a te ria l an d  work 
s am p le s  s ub m it t ed  wit h  th e  ap p lica t ion .  

Th e  a r t is t ic  m e rit  o f t he  p ro je c t , wh ich  is  d e fin e d  a s : 

• Pot en t ia l t o  ad vance  loca l econ om ic , ph ys ical, an d  s oc ia l out com e s  b y: 
• Brin gin g ne w a t t en t ion  t o or e le va t ing ke y com m un it y a s se t s  and  is s ue s , vo ice s  of 

re s id en t s , or loca l h is t ory 
• In jec t ing n e w or ad d it ion a l e ne rgy, re s ource s , ac t ivit y, pe op le , or e n th us ia s m  in to  a  

p lace  
• En vis ion in g ne w pos s ib ilit ie s  for a  com m un it y or p lace  -  a  n e w fu t ure , a  n e w way of 

ove rcom ing a  ch a llen ge , or ap p roach ing proble m - s olving; or 
• Con ne c t ing com m un it ie s , p eop le , p lace s , and  e conom ic op p ort un it y via  p hys ica l 

s p ace s  or ne w re la t ion sh ip s . 
• Pot en t ia l t o  s up port  art is t s , d e s ign  profe s s ion a ls , and  a rt s  organ iza t ion s  by in te gra t ing t he  

a rt s  an d  de s ign  in to  t he  fab ric  of c ivic  life . 
• Le ve l of com m un it y e ngagem en t  in  p lan n in g for an d  p a rt ic ip a t ing in  th e  p ro je c t . 
• St rengt h  of th e  p a rtn e rsh ip  b e t wee n re q uired  loca l an d  n on profit  p art ne rs , a s  we ll a s  

e ngage m en t  of t he  p riva t e  an d  p ub lic  se c t ors . 
• Pot en t ia l t o  re ach  un de rs e rved  pop ula t ion s  such  a s  th ose  whos e  opp ort un it ie s  t o 

e xpe rie nce  th e  a rt s  are  lim it e d . 
• Ab ilit y t o  carry out  t he  p ro je c t  bas e d  on  s uch  fac tors  a s  t he  ap prop ria t en e s s  of th e  b ud ge t , 

t h e  q ua lit y and  c larit y of t he  p ro je c t  goa ls  and  d e s ign , t he  re s ource s  in volve d , an d  t he  
q ua lifica t ion s  of t he  pro je c t ’s  p e rsonne l. 

• Ap p ropria t e ne s s  of t he  p rop ose d  p e rform ance  m e as urem en t s  an d  th e ir ab ilit y t o 
d e m on s t ra te  t ha t  p ro je c t  ac t ivit ie s  a re  ad vanc in g loca l ph ys ica l, e conom ic , and / or s oc ia l 
ou t com e s . (How will you  know if you  h ave  accom p lish ed  your goa ls ?) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/artistic-excellence


Placemaking Opportunity (30 points maximum) 
Extent to which a project or activity builds on the distinctiveness of place using arts or cultural assets and demonstrates a potential to 
stimulate economic or community growth through the arts. 

Excellent (25-30 points) Average (21 – 24 points) Needs Improvement (0-20) points 
• Clearly identifies distinctive 

features of the community or 
place. 

• Clearly demonstrates a 
strengthening of community 
identity through authentic 
incorporation of arts and 
culture into planning and 
implementation. 

• Clearly develops or 
maximizes community assets, 
liabilities, or local traditions 
through the arts. 

• Clearly makes art, artists, or 
culture integral project 
components 

• Somewhat identifies distinctive 
features of the community or 
place. 

• Builds community identity 
through some use of arts and 
culture in planning and 
implementation.  

• Moderately develops or 
maximizes community assets, 
liabilities, or local traditions 
through the arts. 

• Show some evidence that art, 
artists, or culture is 
incorporated. 

• Fails to identify distinctive 
features of the community or 
place. 

• Fails to build community 
identity through the use of arts 
and culture in planning and 
implementation. 

• Shows little or no evidence of 
developing or maximizing 
community assets, liabilities, 
or local traditions through the 
arts. 

• Shows little or no evidence 
that art, artists, or culture is 
incorporated in the project. 

 
Community Support (20 points maximum) 
Level of community support demonstrated by active participation from community stakeholders or partners in the project. 

Excellent (17-20 points) Average (12-16 points) Needs Improvement (0-11 points) 
• Demonstrates strong support 

and endorsement from 
community leaders and 
members. 

• Includes strong support from 
local arts and cultural leaders. 

• Clearly involves community 
members in the planning, 
execution, and evaluation of 
the project. 

• The potential to reach 
underserved populations. 

• Demonstrates moderate support 
and endorsement from 
community leaders and 
members. 

• Demonstrate moderate support 
from arts and cultural leaders. 

• Somewhat involves community 
members in the planning, 
execution, and evaluation of the 
project. 

• Demonstrates little or no 
community support. 

• Demonstrates little or no 
support from artistic 
community or cultural 
leadership. 

• Little or no involvement of 
community members in the 
planning, execution, and 
evaluation of the project. 

 
Outcomes (15 points maximum) 
Articulation of clear and measurable outcomes. 

Excellent (13-15 points) Average (9-12 points) Needs Improvement (0-8 points) 
• Project goals and objectives 

are specific, attainable, and 
measurable and are part of a 
long-term community 
strategy. 

• Applicant has logical and 
appropriate means for tracking 
progress toward project goals. 

 

• Project goals and objectives are 
moderately clear, attainable, 
and measurable and somewhat 
address a long-term community 
strategy. 

• Applicant has acceptable means 
for tracking progress toward 
project goals. 
 

• Project goals are unrealistic 
and/or offer little information 
about how community 
members will be engaged. 

• Applicant has unclear means 
for tracking progress toward 
project goals. 

 
Scoring (50 points minimum) 

Calculate the total from the placemaking opportunity, community support, and outcomes criteria to determine the final score.  
Excellent (55-65 points) Average (50-65 points) Needs Improvement (0-50 points) 

 
 


